
Oregon Employment Laws: The Ultimate
Guide for Employers
The state of Oregon has a comprehensive set of employment laws
designed to protect the rights of workers and ensure fair and equitable
workplaces. Understanding and complying with these laws is crucial for
employers to avoid legal liabilities, maintain a positive work environment,
and attract and retain top talent.

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of Oregon employment
laws, covering key topics such as wages and hours, discrimination,
harassment, employee benefits, and workplace safety. By leveraging this
resource, employers can gain a thorough understanding of their legal
obligations and implement best practices to create a compliant and
productive work environment.
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Oregon's minimum wage is among the highest in the nation, currently set at
$13.50 per hour. Employers must adhere to this minimum wage and also
comply with the state's overtime pay requirements. Overtime pay is
required at a rate of 1.5 times the regular rate of pay for hours worked over
40 in a workweek.
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Oregon law also provides for meal and rest breaks for employees.
Employers must provide a 30-minute unpaid meal break for employees
who work more than 5 hours in a day. Rest breaks of 10 minutes are
required for every 4 hours of work.

Discrimination

Oregon has strong anti-discrimination laws that prohibit employers from
discriminating against employees based on protected characteristics such
as race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, marital status,
and veteran status.



Employers must ensure that their hiring, firing, promotion, and other
employment decisions are made fairly and without bias. They must also
provide a workplace free from harassment and create an inclusive and
respectful work environment.

Harassment
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Harassment in the workplace is illegal in Oregon, and employers are
responsible for preventing and addressing any such conduct. Harassment
can be verbal, physical, or visual and can create a hostile or intimidating
work environment.

Employers must implement clear anti-harassment policies and provide
training to employees. They must also promptly investigate and respond to
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any allegations of harassment to ensure a safe and respectful workplace.

Employee Benefits

Oregon law requires employers to provide certain employee benefits,
including health insurance, paid sick leave, and workers' compensation
insurance.
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Employers must also comply with the federal Family and Medical Leave Act
(FMLA),which entitles eligible employees to take unpaid, job-protected
leave for certain family and medical reasons.

Workplace Safety

Oregon has stringent workplace safety regulations designed to protect
employees from injuries and illnesses. Employers must provide a safe and
healthful workplace by implementing and maintaining a comprehensive
safety program.



Employers must also provide training to employees on workplace hazards
and ensure that all necessary safety equipment is available and used
properly.

Oregon employment laws are complex and ever-changing. Employers who
stay informed about these laws and implement best practices can ensure
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compliance, protect their businesses from legal liabilities, and create a
positive and productive work environment.

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of key Oregon employment
laws, but it is essential to consult with legal counsel for specific guidance
and to stay up-to-date on the latest legal developments.

By understanding and adhering to these laws, employers can foster a
workplace that is fair, equitable, and safe for all employees.
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