
Race Across the Globe: The Epic True Story
of the 1908 New York to Paris Auto Race

In an era of steamships and horse-drawn carriages, a daring adventure
unfolded in 1908 that would forever etch its mark in automotive history. The
New York to Paris Auto Race, a grueling 22,000-mile journey across three
continents, pitted six intrepid teams against treacherous terrain, mechanical
challenges, and the unknown. This article delves into the heroic true story
of this epic race, a tale of human endurance, technical innovation, and the
indomitable spirit of exploration.
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The Adventurers and Their Iron Horses

The six teams embarked on this extraordinary venture with a diverse array
of automobiles, each a testament to the ingenuity of their creators.

George Schuster, Thomas Flyer (USA): A massive, six-cylinder beast
with a top speed of 60 mph.

George Robertson, Züst (Switzerland): A sleek, aerodynamic marvel
with a powerful eight-cylinder engine.

Alessandro Cagno, Itala (Italy): A lightweight and agile automobile with
a four-cylinder engine.

Albert Clement, Sizaire-Naudin (France): A relatively unknown but
sturdy vehicle with a four-cylinder engine.

Hans Hansen, Protos (Germany): A German engineering marvel with a
powerful six-cylinder engine.
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Charles Godard, Motobloc (France): A compact and maneuverable
automobile with a four-cylinder engine.

A Global Odyssey: Through Perils and Triumphs

The race commenced on February 12, 1908, from Times Square in New
York City. As the automobiles disappeared into the horizon, the world
watched in anticipation. The journey would take the teams through a vast
and uncharted expanse, from the snowy roads of Alaska to the remote
steppes of Siberia.

1. North America: The teams faced treacherous ice, blizzards, and
primitive trails, often relying on sled dogs and human porters to clear
the way.

2. Asia: Crossing the Bering Strait, the automobiles entered a desolate
landscape of frozen rivers and vast frozen plains. They encountered
adverse weather, mechanical breakdowns, and the hostility of local
inhabitants.

3. Europe: Upon reaching Vladivostok, the teams raced through war-torn
Manchuria, crossed the Ural Mountains, and navigated the intricate
road networks of Western Europe.

The Road to Victory

The arduous journey tested the limits of the automobiles and their drivers'
endurance. One by one, teams were forced to withdraw due to mechanical
failures, accidents, and sheer exhaustion. Only three teams made it to
Paris:



Thomas Flyer (George Schuster): First across the finish line on July
30, 1908, after 169 days of relentless driving.

Protos (Hans Hansen): Second place, arriving 4 days later with a
damaged axle.

Motobloc (Charles Godard): Third place, completing the race 12
days after the Thomas Flyer.

Legacy and Impact

The 1908 New York to Paris Auto Race was a watershed moment in
automotive history. It demonstrated the potential of automobiles to traverse
vast distances and conquer challenging terrains. The race also spurred
technological advancements in vehicle manufacturing and navigation.

Moreover, it captured the public's imagination and inspired a generation of
adventurers and explorers. The heroic tales of the race drivers and their
extraordinary vehicles continue to resonate today, a testament to the
indomitable human spirit and the transformative power of human ingenuity.

The 1908 New York to Paris Auto Race stands as a timeless adventure, a
testament to the courage, determination, and innovation that drive human
progress. This epic journey across continents and cultures remains a
captivating story that continues to inspire and amaze readers to this day.

If you yearn for a thrilling adventure and an inspiring tale of human
achievement, delve into the pages of "The Heroic True Story Of The 1908
New York To Paris Auto Race." This captivating book chronicles the
extraordinary journey of the intrepid teams and their indomitable spirit,



immersing you in a world of adventure, ingenuity, and the indomitable
human spirit.
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