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The year is 1862, and the American Civil War rages on. The opposing
forces, the Union and the Confederacy, are locked in a deadly struggle for
control over the divided nation. In the heart of Tennessee, the stage is set
for one of the bloodiest and most poignant battles of the war: the Battle of
Shiloh.
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On April 6, 1862, Confederate General Albert Sidney Johnston launched a
surprise attack on the unsuspecting Union army under the command of
General Ulysses S. Grant. The battle that ensued was a brutal clash,
engulfing tens of thousands of young soldiers in a relentless storm of
musket fire, artillery bombardments, and bloody hand-to-hand combat.

A Pivotal Moment in American History

A close-up of a young soldier lying wounded on the battlefield, his eyes filled with
pain and anguish.

Shiloh was a turning point in the Civil War. The Union's victory, albeit at a
tremendous cost, marked a shift in the balance of power and paved the
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way for the eventual downfall of the Confederacy. However, the battle's true
legacy lies in its tragic human toll.

Over 23,000 soldiers lost their lives in the two days of fighting at Shiloh.
The battlefield became a testament to the brutal realities of war, where the
innocence of young men was forever shattered by the horrors of combat.

The Death of Innocence: Heartbreaking Stories from Shiloh

The "Death of Innocence Campaign" seeks to uncover the poignant stories
of the young soldiers who lost their lives at Shiloh. Through meticulous
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research and heartfelt accounts, the campaign brings to light the lives and
sacrifices of these fallen heroes.

Among the countless stories of loss and sacrifice, several stand out as
particularly heart-wrenching.

Private James R. Burns, a mere 17 years old, joined the Union army
out of a sense of patriotic duty. In the thick of the fighting at Shiloh, he
was shot in the head and died instantly.

Sergeant William H. Wheeler, a 20-year-old from Tennessee, fought
bravely in defense of his home state. He was killed in a desperate
charge against Union lines, leaving behind a young wife and child.

Corporal John H. Keating, a 19-year-old Irish immigrant, had only
been in the United States for a few weeks before he found himself on
the bloody fields of Shiloh. He was killed in the fierce fighting at the
"Hornet's Nest."

These are just a few of the many tragic stories that unfolded at Shiloh.
Each life lost represents a shattered dream, a grieving family, and a piece
of innocence forever extinguished.

Honoring the Fallen and Preserving the Past



A group of visitors touring the Shiloh National Military Park, learning about the
historic battle.

Today, the Shiloh National Military Park stands as a solemn reminder of the
sacrifice and loss that took place on those fateful days in April 1862. The
"Death of Innocence Campaign" serves as a tribute to the young soldiers
who fought and died at Shiloh, preserving their stories and ensuring that
their legacy lives on.

By delving into the depths of this historic campaign, we not only honor the
memory of the fallen but also gain a deeper understanding of the profound
impact that war has on human lives. The stories of Shiloh serve as a
timeless reminder of the fragility of innocence and the importance of peace
and reconciliation.

Join the Campaign and Discover the Stories that Matter
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The "Death of Innocence Campaign" invites you to participate in this
important historical endeavor. Visit the official campaign website, explore
the interactive maps, read the compelling soldier biographies, and share
your own thoughts and experiences.

Together, we can shed light on the forgotten stories of Shiloh 1862 and pay
tribute to the young heroes who gave their lives in the pursuit of a better
future.

Join the campaign today and be a part of preserving the legacy of the
Battle of Shiloh and honoring the sacrifice of the fallen.
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