Susan Stebbing and the Language of
Common Sense: A Journey Through the
History of Analytic Philosophy

In the annals of philosophy, Susan Stebbing stands as a beacon of clarity
and precision. As a prominent figure in the early 20th-century analytic
movement, her work revolutionized the language of common sense, laying
the foundation for modern discussions on logic, science, and human
knowledge. This article delves into the life and contributions of Susan
Stebbing, exploring her pivotal role in the history of analytic philosophy.

Early Life and Education

Susan Stebbing was born on March 18, 1885, in Northolt, England. From a
young age, she exhibited an inquisitive mind and a passion for knowledge.
After completing her secondary education, she enrolled at Westfield
College, University of London, where she studied classics and philosophy.
Her brilliance shone through, and she graduated with first-class honors in
both subjects.
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Influence of G.E. Moore

During her time at Westfield College, Susan Stebbing came under the
profound influence of G.E. Moore, the renowned philosopher known for his
rigorous approach to logic and ethics. Moore's emphasis on clarity and
precision in philosophical discourse resonated deeply with Stebbing,
shaping her own philosophical outlook.

The Language of Common Sense

Susan Stebbing's groundbreaking work centered around the notion of "the
language of common sense." She argued that ordinary language, far from
being imprecise or ambiguous, could be a powerful tool for philosophical
inquiry. By carefully analyzing the structure and usage of everyday
language, she sought to uncover the underlying logical principles that
govern human thought.

Contributions to Logic and Philosophy of Science

Stebbing's expertise in logic and philosophy of science led to significant
contributions in these fields. She clarified the relationship between logic
and mathematics, challenged the logical positivist view of scientific
knowledge, and defended the importance of metaphysics in philosophical
inquiry. Her writings on topics such as induction, probability, and the nature
of scientific explanation continue to inspire philosophers today.

Impact on Analytic Philosophy
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Susan Stebbing's work had a profound impact on the development of
analytic philosophy. Her emphasis on logical rigor and the analysis of
ordinary language became defining characteristics of the analytic tradition.
She mentored a generation of philosophers, including A.J. Ayer and C.D.
Broad, who carried on her legacy and further shaped the course of analytic
philosophy.

Legacy and Recognition

Susan Stebbing's contributions to philosophy were widely recognized
during her lifetime and beyond. She was elected a Fellow of the British
Academy in 1933 and served as President of the Aristotelian Society from
1934 to 1935. Her work continues to be studied and debated by
philosophers worldwide, solidifying her place as one of the most influential
figures in the history of analytic philosophy.

Recommended Reading

= Stebbing, S. (1930). A Modern to Logic. London: Methuen.
= Stebbing, S. (1937). Philosophy and the Physicists. London: Methuen.

= Stebbing, S. (1946). Thinking to Some Purpose: A Simple Guide to
Clear Thinking. Harmondsworth: Penguin.

Susan Stebbing's legacy as a pioneering philosopher continues to inspire
and challenge. Her work on the language of common sense, logic, and
philosophy of science transformed the landscape of analytic philosophy,
laying the groundwork for much of the progress made in the field during the
20th century. By embracing clarity, precision, and the value of everyday
language, Stebbing empowered philosophers to engage with the
fundamental questions of human existence with renewed vigor and rigor.
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