
The Iranian Air Force Pilots In Combat 1980
88: A Firsthand Account of the Air War Over
the Persian Gulf
The Iran-Iraq War, which lasted from 1980 to 1988, was one of the longest
and bloodiest conflicts of the 20th century. It was also a war in which the air
forces of both sides played a major role. The Iranian Air Force (IRIAF) in
particular was one of the most active and effective air forces in the world
during the war, flying over 100,000 combat sorties and shooting down over
200 Iraqi aircraft.
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In this article, we will take a look at the IRIAF's role in the Iran-Iraq War,
from the early days of the conflict to the final days of the war. We will also
hear from some of the Iranian pilots who fought in the war, and get their
firsthand accounts of what it was like to fly in combat over the Persian Gulf.
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The Early Days of the War

The Iran-Iraq War began on September 22, 1980, when Iraq invaded Iran.
The Iraqi invasion was a surprise to the Iranians, and the IRIAF was not
fully prepared for war. However, the IRIAF quickly mobilized its forces and
began to fight back against the Iraqi invaders.

In the early days of the war, the IRIAF flew a variety of missions, including
air-to-air combat, ground attack, and reconnaissance. The IRIAF also flew
missions to support the Iranian ground forces, and to interdict Iraqi supply
lines.

One of the most important missions flown by the IRIAF in the early days of
the war was the Battle of Dezful. In this battle, the IRIAF successfully
defended the city of Dezful from an Iraqi ground attack. The Battle of Dezful
was a major victory for the IRIAF, and it helped to boost the morale of the
Iranian people.

The Middle Years of the War

The middle years of the Iran-Iraq War were a period of intense fighting for
the IRIAF. The Iraqi Air Force (IQAF) was a formidable opponent, and the
IRIAF was often outnumbered and outgunned. However, the IRIAF pilots
were determined to defend their country, and they continued to fly missions
against the Iraqi invaders.

During the middle years of the war, the IRIAF flew a variety of missions,
including air-to-air combat, ground attack, and reconnaissance. The IRIAF
also flew missions to support the Iranian ground forces, and to interdict
Iraqi supply lines.



One of the most important missions flown by the IRIAF during the middle
years of the war was the Battle of Khorramshahr. In this battle, the IRIAF
successfully defended the city of Khorramshahr from an Iraqi ground
attack. The Battle of Khorramshahr was a major victory for the IRIAF, and it
helped to boost the morale of the Iranian people.

The Final Years of the War

The final years of the Iran-Iraq War were a period of relative calm for the
IRIAF. The Iraqi Air Force had been largely destroyed, and the IRIAF was
no longer facing the same level of threat from the air. However, the IRIAF
continued to fly missions in support of the Iranian ground forces, and to
interdict Iraqi supply lines.

In the final year of the war, the IRIAF flew a series of missions to support
the Iranian ground forces in the Battle of Basra. The Battle of Basra was a
major victory for the Iranian ground forces, and it helped to bring the war to
an end.

The Iran-Iraq War ended on August 20, 1988, with a ceasefire agreement.
The war had been a long and bloody conflict, but the IRIAF had played a
major role in defending Iran from the Iraqi invaders.

The Iranian Air Force Pilots In Combat

The Iranian Air Force pilots who fought in the Iran-Iraq War were some of
the most skilled and courageous pilots in the world. They flew a variety of
missions, including air-to-air combat, ground attack, and reconnaissance.
They also flew missions to support the Iranian ground forces, and to
interdict Iraqi supply lines.



The IRIAF pilots were often outnumbered and outgunned, but they never
gave up. They continued to fly missions against the Iraqi invaders, and they
helped to defend Iran from the Iraqi invaders.

The IRIAF pilots were awarded a number of medals for their bravery and
courage. They were also awarded a number of citations for their
outstanding service. The IRIAF pilots are a source of great pride for the
Iranian people, and they will never be forgotten.

The Iranian Air Force played a major role in defending Iran from the Iraqi
invaders during the Iran-Iraq War. The IRIAF pilots were some of the most
skilled and courageous pilots in the world, and they never gave up. They
continued to fly missions against the Iraqi invaders, and they helped to
defend Iran from the Iraqi invaders.

The IRIAF pilots are a source of great pride for the Iranian people, and they
will never be forgotten.
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