
The Struggle for Form: Exploring the
Boundaries of Art and Expression
In the realm of art history and criticism, few books have left such a
profound and lasting impact as Harold Rosenberg's seminal work, The
Struggle for Form. Published in 1947, this groundbreaking text delves into
the fundamental questions that have shaped the course of modern and
contemporary art.
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Rosenberg's primary focus is on the abstract expressionist movement,
which emerged in New York City after World War II. Artists such as Jackson
Pollock, Willem de Kooning, Franz Kline, and Arshile Gorky rejected
traditional forms of representation, instead embracing the raw and
spontaneous act of painting. Their works were characterized by large-scale
canvases, vibrant colors, and gestural brushstrokes.
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The Rise of Abstract Expressionism

Rosenberg argues that abstract expressionism emerged as a response to
the disillusionment and fragmentation that permeated post-war society.
Artists sought to express their inner emotions and experiences through a
language that transcended realism. They believed that the act of painting
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itself was an essential part of the artistic process, and that the final product
was a manifestation of their own creative struggle.

One of the key figures in the abstract expressionist movement was Jackson
Pollock. Pollock's innovative drip painting technique, in which he poured
paint directly onto the canvas, created works that were both visually
stunning and emotionally charged.
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Willem de Kooning, Woman I, 1950/52. © The Willem de Kooning Foundation

The Role of the Critic

In addition to his analysis of abstract expressionism, Rosenberg also
explores the role of the art critic in shaping public understanding of
contemporary art. He argues that critics should not simply judge works of
art based on pre-established criteria, but rather should approach them with
an open mind and a willingness to engage with the artists' intentions.

Rosenberg's writings on criticism were particularly influential in the
development of Clement Greenberg's theory of formalism. Greenberg
argued that the essential quality of a work of art lay in its formal properties,
such as line, color, and composition.

Legacy and Impact

The Struggle for Form has had a profound impact on the way that art is
created, understood, and criticized. Its insights into the nature of abstract
expressionism continue to resonate with artists and scholars alike.
Rosenberg's book has also helped to broaden the definition of what
constitutes art, challenging traditional notions of form and representation.

Today, The Struggle for Form remains an essential text for anyone
interested in the history of modern and contemporary art. Its insights into
the creative process, the role of the critic, and the nature of art itself
continue to provoke and inspire.

"Harold Rosenberg's The Struggle for Form is a classic work of art
criticism. Its insights into the nature of abstract expressionism are still
relevant today, and its broader exploration of the relationship between art



and society is essential reading for anyone interested in the history of
modern art." - Robert Hughes

Harold Rosenberg's The Struggle for Form is a seminal text that has
shaped the course of art history and criticism. Its insights into the nature of
abstract expressionism, the role of the critic, and the broader definition of
art continue to provoke and inspire. The Struggle for Form is essential
reading for anyone interested in understanding the complexities and
challenges of modern and contemporary art.
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