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The outbreak of World War I in 1914 was a watershed moment in Canadian
history, triggering profound changes in the nation's governance, military,
and society at large. This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the
war's transformative impact, examining how it reshaped Canadian
institutions and the nation's sense of identity.

Mobilization and the Rise of Centralized Power

The war effort necessitated the mobilization of vast human and material
resources, leading to an unprecedented expansion of state power. The
federal government assumed control over key industries, instituted
conscription, and created new departments to manage the war effort.
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The Transformation of Canadian Governance

The war's demands accelerated the shift towards a more centralized and
interventionist government. The War Measures Act granted the government
broad powers to regulate the economy, suppress dissent, and control labor.

The war also fostered a new spirit of nationalism and unity, which
manifested itself in the creation of the Canadian Expeditionary Force
(CEF). The CEF, composed of over 600,000 volunteers, fought alongside
British and Allied forces on the Western Front.
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The Impact on the Canadian Military

World War I had a transformative impact on the Canadian military. The
CEF's experience on the Western Front led to the development of new
military doctrines, tactics, and technologies.

The war also exposed the need for a standing army, which led to the
creation of the Permanent Active Militia (PAM) in 1919. The PAM became
the core of the modern Canadian military.

The Social and Cultural Legacy
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The war left an enduring mark on Canadian society. The loss of over
60,000 Canadians instilled a sense of national mourning and
remembrance.

The war also accelerated the process of urbanization and industrialization,
leading to significant shifts in the nation's social and economic landscape.

World War I was a transformative event in Canadian history. It reshaped
the nation's governance, military, and society, leaving a lasting legacy that
continues to influence Canada to this day.

This book provides a comprehensive and engaging analysis of the war's
impact, drawing on archival research, eyewitness accounts, and scholarly
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insights. It is an essential read for anyone interested in Canadian history,
military history, or the transformative power of conflict.
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